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 NO SLEEP TILL CHELSEA

Tom Stuart-Smith has radical plans (or this year's Dailv Telegraph garden. He gives Cassandra Jardine an exclusive preview
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You must
entertain
Contfrued from page 1
seeming alarmingly cerebral
iz that he plainly loves getting
dowm to earth, seratched
brambles, playing with
gfa.nls as well as ideas.

He installs every last bit of
bedding himself and, having
just pust thomsands of plants
in a client’s garden, he has a
E:dhnﬂk. The suggestion that

could delegate such toil
sholks him., “Would & novelist
sk someone else to write his
words?™ he asks, For him,
both the fun and the quality
of the end product come
from the exact choice of
plant, according to height and
mﬁe starts planning for

a year in advanoe,

Stuart-Smith. “Tom's golden
rule is thal the structiuee has;
tor be complete a week befor
judging so he has el dear
days for planting.”

Inzisting ondoing it all
himnzelf fsn't just bad fpr his
baduilalsupqmasl!g‘\ i

Fariily life, “During Ch
for me it's important

om
Ise
maintain a feverish tempo,”
he says. 1 start early and e

Iate. 1 dom't lilee being
distracted by phone ealls or
conversation, so my wife,
Sue, knows better than to
ring me.”

| In recent years Sue has
taken time off her work as a
doctor to help him on the
final days at Chelsea, His
three teenage children used
not to see their father for the

| charation, but they are now
nld enx tey eonme down

| from the family home in
i

| his handiwork. If he is
drained aﬂem]?rdz. he does
not regret it: “If a designer
doesn't have over-husy Aprils

and Mays there are gaing to
be dmﬂcmemhsmgu
Aged 46, Stuart-Smith has
done en Chelseas for the
rhythm to heoome
natural. His first “blooding™
in the intense race leading up
the judging came when he
vrorL om show ens for
the designer Elizabeth Banlks
before going it alone. But
gardens have always been a
part of his life,
The fourth of six children,
he had what he calls a feral
ringire, runmnimg wild bt
a0 playing chamber music
with ﬁu’. family. Hiz mnther
ran a market garden in
Hertfordshire and he used to
help his father eut down trees
in the woods around their
hormmes, Several of his sibilings
have become artists of
VETIONS 50718 — MmusiciEns,
designers — but Tom was set
on becoming a scientist until
wairl for his finals involved

hirm visiting the botanical
gardm.‘rﬁg Cambridge every

ire to admire =

entrancing than the fauna, he
sought out those grand old

HihmsForar sd Giothe
ng r seaffrey
Jellicoe, Their passion
confirmed his desive to take
A8 f CAresr.
sels Stuart-Smith
from other designers is
his rare combination of
%tm‘nand ship, eve: for I:lr:
esign originality,
At Windsor Castle hriﬁined a
road with bushes shaped like
bushies, For a private client
he constructed a lerrace that
copied the cell patterns in the
leaves of a tree. At
Trentham, the garden he has
restored outzside Stoke, he
overlaid a map of the Trent
om the garden and marked
Lhse course of the fver in
srasses that run scross the
verbeds in winter.

“| like to use abstract
patterns as evocations of that
which you cannot see,” he
says, “Bul the most important
thing is whéher it works asa

up

garden. You've got to
entertain people.” ;
After so muuch success at
Chelsea it could be daunting
Eox h.uv;ﬁlel anather
especially sinee he &

Clerkenwell studio with Jinny

————— —

Biom, wh is designing the
next-door plot. “We won't ba
throwing primulas at one
anather over the hedge, even
thopgh we do hove the same
caontractor,” he claims.

Competition for Stuart-
Smith eomnes not from other
peapie but his own rigorous
standards. *1f | dom't get
another gold,” he says, *1 will
have done something wrong,
ﬂ that will be very

isappoin " He is

evidently i—;ﬁg everything he
can b mvoid this outeome.

Chelsea Flower ﬂ?ﬂh:u Tuns
fromm Tuesdmy 23 b
Saturday May 27; ticket

{ on D870 806 3780
{members), 0870 906 3781
(rom-mmenthers); or wioehs,
org.ack/chelsen/ tiokets. asp,



