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Lavish planting creates an
impression of enclosure

without obstructing the
view in this walled garden

to Wall
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parterre. Here he has mixed asparagus, globe artichoke and
strawbwerry beds among herbaccous planting. The  asparagus
beds gve a clue to the soil's fecundity — trugloacds of spears were
picked in the second yean In this garden, ©imet head-on many
plants that 1 would wspally sporn. Giant poppics,  Maclemye
omlendet, el ornamental cardoons take on punnera-like proportions
in this won-rich soil which  crucially lies on  limestone
bedrock. A perect mix of water-retentive but free-draining soil,
it 15 hard towork in winter but E'\{_".'l'LLl_I:liILL_I\II":,' purchy O the 200 0000
perennials planted in spring 2001, there were very fow losses
and a phenomenal amount of growth.

Head garderer Lain Davies came to the garden in tme for this
plamting extravaganza, and he is key to the garden’s success. The
glasshouses are full of beantifully tended plants that lain
previcusly grew outside on the islaned of Sark. Tom has lud down
i Blucprint of terraces, paths and planting  Everpreens and
beeches set in randoms patterns and clipped into - asymmetric,
geometric shapes are surrounded by perennials that change in
wanves through the seasons, But space has been lefi for Tain to
experiment with the tender planis whick bhe nurtures o
ebullicnt growth. The top terrace, where fruit and vegetable
plantings are separated by an expanse of low plantngs in gravel,
descends to the middle terrace. A bold square pool with stepping
stones 15 Hanked by dense borders divided by grid-like paths,
wluch become concealed as summer progresses. From this open
space, carp can be seen dacting through the water, and from the
pool’s cdge there is a view of the garden’s pifee de ésistance,

For the lower terace, still moas infancy, Tom gave the idea of
a parierre de broderie, 2 2lstcenmury twist, A patiern of box
rephcates m three scetions the pactern of the veins of leaves from
the ashes, beeches and oaks thar dominate the garden'’s buounclary,
Using a high-reselution scanner, Tom magmified by 60 000 the
venation on & leal fouin esch, and created the box patter
within which wlips, including *Cieneraal de Wer® and “Gavata’,
are lellowed by anouals and vegetables, Last autumn, my mouth
watered as the plans were discosged for this summer’s hedding.
Eleatric-orange specics cosmos and  Tagetes interspersed with
chsky dahlias, chocolaie cosmos and Scaliose  abofunerea
‘Chile Black’, The garden is a visual extravaganza, a canvas on
which Tom has planned waves of planring like 2 magician pulling
codoured handkerchiess from a hat, bat its point is lost on some, The
garden was unvelled tooa loeal hortculoral olub last summer,
and a visitor was overheard muttering “why?® The garden’s grand
scale and lavish planting had been a shock to his senses, but 1

certaindy left with stronger sentiments than merely ‘why not?” »

RIGHT FROM TOP A bold square pool with stepping stones
dominates the middle terrace; uninterrupted view across
the middle terrace towards the glasshouses; hard landscaping
iz softened by the use of arnamental grasses, including
pennisetums and stipas; a view on the right of the parferre
de broderia, planted for an explosion of colour in mid-summer
OPPOSITE As summer advances, paths are concealed
by burgeoning plants and shrubs in mixed barders




TRADE SECRETS

o achigve the effect of this garder, It is essential that vou take
time to plan all aspects. The floor-isvel planning and hard
landscaping are the backbone of the design, and the appropriate
plants ensure that the mood and subtieties fiow throughout the entire
garden. Another factor to take into account is that this garden is
protectad from strong wincs by high walls and hedging. The plants
in this garden are unlikely to do as well in cur hat South Sfrican
climate, &l we sugasst a few altematives;
= Silver plants such as Eryngium tripartitum, Stachys byzanting,
Helchrysum pefiolare, Lavandula angustifona,
» Golour in the garden can be achieved by using various species of
the fedlowing plants: sedum, kalanchos, helianthus, echiraces, sakia,
coreopsls, danlia, kniphofia, scabioga,

* The use of grasses and reeds adds movement to the garden:
Chandropetalim fecionm, Elagia
capensis, Dignelia tasmanica, Carex
‘Autumn Glow', Miscantius smemsis,
Fastuca glavca,

# To create height, try gaura, achillea,
verbascum, lysimachia, phicmis,
conifers 2nd toparies using wibumur,
ficus or myrtus.

Read w on salvias in The Mew Book
OF Sahvias: Sages for Every Gardan by
Betay Clebsch (Timber Press; $20.87),
dwailable from ww.amazon com. m

The Mew Book of

SALVIAS

OPPOSITE 1 Helenium ‘Sonnenwunder' 2 Sedum telephium subsp maximum ‘Atropurpureumy’ 3 Festuca amethystinag with
Lavandula augustifolia in the foreground 4 Gaura lindheimeri 5 Landscaper Tom Stuart-Smith stands at one of architect Ptolemy
Dean's custom-made gates § Echinacea purpurea in front of Arfemisia lactifiora T Cirsium rvulare in front of tall grasses
B Achillea ‘Cerise Queen' mixed with Eryngium tripartitum 8 Dahlia ‘David Howard® and *Arabian Night' BELOW lllustration by Tom
Stuart-Smith, of the three stepped terraces: parterres de hroderie form the lower terrace, a pool dominates the middle ferrace,
and the top terrace is given over to lush, low plantings BOTTOM RIGHT The paved alfresco dining area on the middle terrace




