nyal Ascot week will have a
horticultural flavour this year,
when the new parden at
Windsor Castle (below), com-
missioned by the Royval Household, is
officially completed. Bluart-
Smith, the landscape architect whose
picturesgque scheme for Castle Hill won
the invited design competition initiated
in late 1999, [elt that the garden,
through which visitors to the castle will
walk, needed to be open, romantic and
not over imposing: ‘the castle is such an
impressive structure that a formal gar-
den would be mappropriate,” The gar-

Tom

To mark the year of the Queen's Gﬂiden Jubilee, -
landscape architect TOM STUART-SMITH has been
commissioned fo create a new garden at WndsanESﬁa

den s also the site for a bandstand:
bands of the Household Division have
long plaved at Windsor, and the public
will now be able w listen to them in the
new garden seting.

The garden site of about two acres
was a car park for castle staff; reduced
stall’ parking on- Castle Hill will be
sereencd by large, loose box hedges.
“The last thing this site wanis is heavy
blocks of cherry lanrel,” says Tom, "but [

have inclided a strong backhone of
Fibarnum finus, Osmanths

CVETZreens:
delnvayi, bay and Portumuese laorel”
Large trees were needed to marry the

seale of the garden to that of the castle:
Tom chose holm oaks and ‘one of the
most heautiful cork vaks 1 have ever
seen, that will be sheltered by the castle
Ramhbling rose “Seagull” will
eventually cascade down the castle walls
and one of the casile’s many towers.
There is a slight bias towards planting
for spring, when the Qlueen is mainly in
residence at Windsor, Scented philadel-
phus and lilacs will be in bloom for
Ascot week and Tom has selected
maemolias such as Magnolia bobus and AL
x doehert ‘Merrill” to cope with the shal-
lonw alkaline soil on this chalky outcrop.
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