DESIGM EYE

A question of boundaries

Making a seamless transition from the garden to the landscape beyond
involves manipulating plants, textures and space, says Tom Stuart-Smith

TOM STURET.SMITH

e are il conditioned by our environment,

and [ chink that if I had spent the past

fifteen years gaitlening in north London, the

Scottish highlands or the Marlhosough Downs, rather

thar five miles noeth of Watford, 1 would approach

thinggs differently from the way Lo, Much of my garden

muking at home has been to do with relating the

abstract structure of the garden 1o the lirle morsel of
Herfordshire countryside thar surrounids me.

Miost gardens are circemscribed by houndaries; they

biecome curdoor siting rooms, and further subdivision

wonld be like puttivg 2 screen beoween the relevision

and the sofa, At the other end of the spectrum there are
gardens where any sense of 2 boundary is pndesirable -
the landscape never stops flomwing,

The grear composicons of Capability Brown fall into
this category, Petworth in Sussex being a supreme
example. Mot so much as i strand of wire separates the:
hiowse from thie thousand acres of park. On g soaller
seatle 1 ean see the swme being the case for a woodkndd
garden - where any division between the cultivated area
and the natural woodland should be seamless.

A The Bam, when 1 started colonising the windy vosd

rwelve vears ago, [ wanted to create 4 definite formal »
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DESIGM EYE

ABOYE, TOP CEMTRE
AND FAR RIGHT Plants
that have a pale natural
lookt, such as white
Veronicastrum virginicum,
pink Persicaria
amplexicoulis
Atrosanguinea’ and
creanmy Campanula
alliariifolia, are all perfect
for the more distant
reaches of the garden,
BOTTOM CEMTRE
Tender, silvery leaved
Medlonthus major nesds
to be tucked alongside
the house.

&8 Tae Friglich Garden

outline to the garden so that its compaosition became a
kind of architecrural extension of the bam and its couwrt-
vard. All the hortculture should be contained within the
perimeter of hedges. with only trees and wildfowers
beyarul, Thirteen years cn, 1 have sl just managed o
resist the semptation w spill out bevond the bound-
aries. Too often 3 wonderful garden is spoile by an
irrepressihle desire o grow yet more plants,

As the garden here has developed, [ have become
more particular about what plants are aesthetically
appropriate for different areas. The closer 1o the hose
the more exoticism is allowed. Around the building 1
use a few tender plants such as
Saivia petens, Dablia ‘Dark
Deesive’, Melfantbus meajor -
bt T wouldn't use these in the
matural plantings further away,

In the mone distant reaches of
the ganden 1 start o use many
mowe restive plants, such as dusky craneshills, scabious,
tease] and wild carror, and exotics that have a mose
delicare, natural loak 1o them, like the paler varieties of
Persicaria ampleicaulis, Veronicasirum virginictm
Album’, Campanula allfariifolla and, one of my
Envrurite smaller grasses, the plain green Habonechlon
macra, In this way, there begins w be a gradient of
naturaingss running through the garden from the
haghily cultvated to the semi-wild,

Another gradient follows this, Close o the house
I grow clematis up hazel teepees and take endless
trohle in spring w weave car's cradies from haeed, birch
and beech twips. The further away from the howse, the

Manipulation of space
is the greatest tool of
the garden maker

Hre times Chelsea pold medal winner Tom Stuari-

Sordlshive with bis wife and three children

less I want to see these overt signs of hushandry, In the
wildler plantings Felon't wans 1o be staking at all.

Perhaps even mose impomant than these rextureal
gradiencs are the spatal variations within the garden.
The manipulation of space is perhaps the greatest oal
of the garden meker, and where there @ the opportunicy
tiy mwves through different spaces ina ganden, then one
ean play on the imaginarion like an acoodion, squecdng
into crevices then expanding into wide prospects.

At The Barn, cwverricling this variety within the overall 5
compsition, | have created a gracient of density across
the parden. The most inimate and enclosed areas

arcramd the house and on thc%
south side of the gnden give §
wiy o empty boxes, em']u:iingi
lawns, and then to the wide
expanse of meadow. You fn:e]%
prupelled vur inm the landscape E
from the congestion in the é
midst of it all te the open areas beyone.

Ower the years [ have often been tempted 1o Al the
empiy spaces with yet more plants, but forunately the
footballing lobby (aged sixteen, foureen and eleven)
has always prevated. Otherwise | might have dammed
up the natural Aow of space from the crowded, brim-
ming heart of the garden theough the empty boses and
Ot into the open meados m
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Seridth beas desipviee pardens for RHS Bosemoor: Deven
e for HM The Queen at Windsor. He lives i Herr-
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