ESIGN GUID:

Hailed by those who have seen it as one of the best modern

gardens of the 21st century, Broughton Grange is the work of
award winning designer Tom Stuart-Smith. Here, he describes
how he set about planning a ‘quite outlandish’ contemporary

garden in the middle of the English countryside

ABOVE. FROM LEFT & mass of amardnthus forms part of the vibrant planting in the middle terrace; Tom with & tray of
young achifleas in farch 2007 when the garden was first baing planted; the garden i divided into 3 series of three

terraces, and the lange water tank 15 the bold focal point of the middle terrace.
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design guide

From an empty field to a garden bursting with colour and vitality, Broughton

Grange’s bold design somehow manages to meld with its rural surroundings

FHOTOGRAFHS

IT I5 HARD TO BELIEVE that five years ago the walled
garden ar Broughton Grange was just an idea. In its place
was & slightly scruffy and empry paddocl:, blessed with lovely
views over the Oxlordshine counmyside but nothing much
ese. Mow it is brimful of fowes, [t and vegetables, and
seems 1o have been there for decades.

¥ou came across the garclen tather by surpeise, alrmost as
though a huge Tardis had landed in the next doos Geld. And
vet, even though there is something rather cutlandish abour
the whole conception, it has rapidly become part of the
landscape. [t is approximately square, 60m. by 60m (200k
by 2000}, with bigh walls on the norh and west but open
to the landscape on the south and east. [t is unconnected
to &ny other building and lies some 200m (220vd] from the
hiouse, an atractive 19th cenmiry sioae budlding, comfortahly
emmbedded in a fold of hills

The grownd Ealks neardy 4m (136 across the length of the
garden and was levelled o thmee sver: south Bring eraces.
These share some commen features. but each has a very
disunct charcter, The upper temrace is the warmest part of
the garden and a lerge greenhouse nestles in the angle of
the two high walls. The sumounding area is planted with a
tapesy of Medirerranean flowers and gresses, puncouared
by sentinel Irish yews and bisected by a stone-lined 1ill,
which carries water from the apper tervace into 2 large tank
in the cernme of the gaden. Az with the whole of the garden,
thete is almost fierce conrast benaren the hard, clean lines
o construction and the flowing exuberance of the planting

The middle terrace, focusing on the water tank and
the adjacen: stone terrace, is the hean of te garden. The
planting here has a more damp meadow characser,
irterworen with a mndem scarcering of beech ropiary which
are the onby woody plants on the main part of the termace.
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DESIGMER. FROFILE

Tom Stuart-Smith read
Zoclogy at Cambridge
and then studied
Landscepe Design at
Manchester Univearsity.
He worked as a
landscape architect
until setting up his own
practice in 1998, winning
a Gold Medal at the RHS
Chelsea Flower Show in
his first year. He went
on 1o win gelds i@ 2000
and 2007, and in 2003
was atso awarded the

prestigious ‘best in show'.

His private commissions
include & new garden
at Windsor Castle,
proposals for the Earl
and Countess of March
&t Goodwonod and the
redesign of the ltakian
Garden at Trentham in
Statfardshire. He is
gurrently designing the
Laurent-Perrier garden
far Chelsea 2005

The lowest terrace is dominated by a large, and
apparently abstract, parteme of low box hedges. The
head gardener ar Broughton Grange, plants this up
every year with 3,000 tulips in spring, followed by
almost countless ornamental vegetables and annual
flowers for & comstandy changing effect.

Althowgh the garden has a smong formal structure,
iz was conceived entirely in velation te the surourding
landscape and the ews o distant clumps, hills, valleys
and vistas. At one end aof the scale, | used species in
the surrcunding hedges and fields to mzke up the
components of the structural planting in the garden.
Ar the other end of the scale, the microscopie cellular
structute of leaves [rom mature beech, ash and cak
trees in the hedgerow, magnilied several thousand
times, forms the pamem of the parene en the bottom
terrace, The old informs the new and the landscape
cormes into the garden

Broughton Crange, Wyitham Lane, Broughton, Oxfordshive
(15 5D, Tt +44 {001205 256552 Open for The Masinnal
Caridens Schemes & My, 26 Jung, 11 Sept, 10am-Sper
Tome Stuan-Smith Design, 43 Clerfeemwell Baad, London
ECIM SRS Tel: 44 (020 7233 2100,

How it’s done at Broughton Grange
THE UPPER MEDITERRAMNEAN TEH!AEE.‘
Mefterranean plaats in greal swathes are the hallmarks
of tha warmest part of the garaen. Turm Lo pege 65,
THE MIDDLE & LOWER PARTERRE TERRACES
Find cut howe the middle and bower terraces wene
planned on page 68 - sach with their own character

FACING PAGE, TOP ROW FROM LEFT Erpsimum ‘Bowles' Mauve'; the beech tunnel, a glasshouse by Alitex sits in the north west cormer of the garden, SECOND
ROWY The ril bisects the upper temace: fris sibirica planted by the rascads; the patio seating area. THIRD ROW Flaached limas undarplanted with Lvander, Digitalie
grandifiara on the upper terrace; the tank i home to many kol cap and one large sturgeon. BOTTOM ROW Irish yews punctusts the upper tefrace; ‘oowes’ of
pleached limes mark the junction of the paths, grasses and nepeta along the edge of the lower terrzce. THIS PAGE, TOR A gate desgned by architect Polemy Dean,
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_MEDITERRANEAN
[ERRACE

+ The =outh facing upper terrace is the

S

warmest part of the garden and has been ; ]
planted with Mediterranean plants, induding A A et o) ated by
Achillea 'Coronation Gold®, Phlomis russeliana, : I irreguiar sentinels of Irish yew
salvias in large drifts and Stipa gigantea i Y Taxus baccata 'Fastigiata’)

+ Some shrubs have been induded in the ;
planting, but they are always interspersed
with perennials and are placed off to one
side so that the views over the garden and
out into the rolling countryside are kept apean
+ Only two materials are used on the
horizontal surfaces - gravel and stone - both
of a simiar colour, The bold, simple eftect

in the construction contrasts with the
complexity of the planting.

+ ey plants are repeated and planted

in diagonal drifts so that the eye is

always moving from the garden out

into the landscape. The effect is like

a very large Persian carpet

+ A number of piants are used that retain
some character over the winter including

the phlomis, Eupharbia nicaeensis,

Stachys byzantina and various grasses.
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The rill etfectively cuts the upper terrace in two. -
Itis-45cm deep and lined with York stone to

the terrace below-and the-%" = :
landscape beyond =771

o

¥ X o ; . = \1‘“ i
Phlomis russefiana, grasses and-“_-u %& r
silvery stachys planted in drifts look, *
stunning in summer, and continue-" A

to look good through winter <1 !




The water tank creates g
calming open space in the
centre of the gasden, The
RETET & deep eraugh o

jierliltes and fish,

L STRUCTURE, IT
WAS CONCEIVED IN RELATION TO THE SURROUNDING HILLS AND VISTAS

I.}J‘.‘IE :.nl-égring-nf‘.t_he
i pilanting on‘the middle
texrady is deliberately .
¥, gubtle, ith Besth fopiany.
* addinginteresting/shapie. |




MIDDLE TERRACE Dominated by the central stone tank,
the middle terrace is given over to damp meadow plantng,

induding parsicarias, veronicastrums, phipxes and tall grasses,
such s cultivars of Miscanthuz sinensis ana Calamagrostis &
arutivlova ‘Farl Foerster’. The clanting & dominated by arasses
and & k55 cobourful than the upper terrace. There is a mare
tramatic conirast between the endosure of the planting and
e open area araurd the tank, which has the effect of
maEing an emply seace in the middle of the gardan, The
planting is mterwoven with beect topiary, which nas a
stramgely anthropomorphic presence and seems o populate
the garden m the absence of anything more anmate. 1 alsa
ccoupies 3 middle ground betwesn the naturalism of the
planting and the constructed framewoek of the gardan

The water i the tank is 90cm {31 ceep, ideal for water
lilies and deep enough that it stays caol for the fish ikoi
and sturgean), The stepping steees are both functional
and decarative - they are built on a series of hollow pilars
10 bring them just anove tha water surface

CLOCKWISE. FROM TOP
LEFT “ork stone steps
lead doavn 1o the lower
terrace; plantesg in the
parterre changes annually
Eryngium BouTgaty; a
glimpse through the beech
turinel; the parterre

af lew bex hedges
imerplanted with
vegetables, At the foot

of the walls lie repeated
maunds of sher Artemisia
ludniciana Valerie Finnis'

LOWER OR PARTERRE TERRACE This area is very
dfferent in characler From e lwo hagher terraces, It oonsists
of &n apparently absract partere of low box hedges, which
m fact a pattern derived from the micrescopic leaf structure of
the main natre trees growing around the garden. Leaves fram
oak, ast and beech trees within 50m (1604) of the garden
were magnified under a micreoope and then translaed onto
the ground so that the pattem of cell wals bacame the
pattern of the parterre aad creates an abstract link between
the garden and the lardscape. 1t hes 3 less rigid effect than a
parterre inspired by historical refarences. The low boo hiadges
are clipped once & year into a rounded wwmmocky profile

The trees farmeng the beech tunnels an the east side
07 the upper and Iower terracas wiera panted at a
mrature size. The plants are trained orto a simple
framesvork of hollow steel tubes, which can be removed
when the trees have reached full size, | used & distant
clumg of trees as a reference point and aligned the tynnels
with that. The trees are cut once a year.
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