he informartion explosion in
gardening has made the job of
diesigning gardens both mare
exciting and maore difficule.
wis an

uphill strugebe to inject some
semblance of modemiry inie a garden
composition - now it may be the other way
rund . We are crowded with 1mages of pinle

Twenty years ago i
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brushed stainless steel. The designer has w
play the role of ediror, limiting the aprions so
that the garden retains an overall clarity of
conception. The Barger the garden the greater
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Many current garden designs seem 1o be
conceived i the white hear of urban fashion,
with an emphasis on hard materials and an
absession with being completely up 1o the

mirute. But most of the more amificial and
exotc matenials almost always look absurd in
a rural context. Materials such as gabvanized
metal mesh and exotic pelished sione can have
dramaric impact in an urhan garden, but
mowed oo the country ke on the appearance
al mass produced commodiries.

In coumnry gardens it is olen best o use less
hard surface, fewer materals and 1o use them
simply and boldly. Much berrer to achieve
vniety, crama and originality by maripulating
spece, texture and colour, using materials cha
relate to the place

In the smaller, enclosed urban garden there
is mone freedom o coasint 2 drereeic funlu.b}'_
and rhis needs wo have very litle relation w
anything cther than a patch of sky above and
walls arounc. A fine example was Christopher
Bradley-Hole's Latin Garden at the Chelsea
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The white heat of urban fashion or a more gentle rural idyll? The

differences are what makes gardening exciting, says Tom Stuart-Smith

Flower Show in 1997 - an urban concepr, self-
contained. Mo need o relate 1o any lowing
landscape because there sn't one.

In the country, design is just as imporane,
but by virtue of the greener context, The most
successful recent country gardens seem o be
bam of the sail, and celebrate nacural diversiy,
husbandry and the interacton between man
angl the namreal waeld, The Garden House in
Drevon springs to mind. as does Dan Pearson’s
work at Home Farm, both made by designers
wha have & deep understanding of ecology and
narwzal plant communites,

Gardens at their best are glasses throngh
which we can ariculate our relarienship with
the surrounding narural world with fresh
vigour and insight. Bural gardens and urban
gardens achieve this in very diflerent ways,
Vive bz différence!

LEFT Dan Pearson’s nzturs! planting a1 Home Farm. CENTRE A sick and seff-contained uran garden. RIGHT Abundance from Keith Wikey at The Garden House, Devorn,
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