TOR ROW, FROM LEFT Designer Tom Stuart-Smith deep in thought: fennel grown specially for Tam's garden; Tem with Mark Fane of Crocus, who has overseen
the growing of the plants. BOTTOM ROW, FROM LEFT Plants with a ticket to Chalsea; the harnbeam tunnel; pots of trimmed Iris sibirica ‘Flight of Butterflies’

[he making of a show garden

For award winning designer Tom Stuart-Smith, the build up to
Chelsea started a year ago. Here's his behind-the-scenes account
of this year's Laurent-Perrier Garden, inspired by Trentham
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| started working on the restoration plan for Trentham in Staffordshine, seven
years ago, and in spring 2004 the restesation of the garden finally got under way.
In the first major phase, | am replanting the main parterte and Duch designer Piet
Dudolf is creating two flanking bordars, over 200m lang, The Italian Gardes,
designed by Chierles Barry for the Duke of Sutherand, is nearly 10 aces. The scale
is immense and is actually the antithesis of a small Chelsza Flower Show garden
Trerntham = 3 rfles from junction 15 an the MB. wi tranthambeisare oo ik

February 2004

Anthony Glossop, the head of St
Modwen (joint pomens of Trenthamy),
and the brains bebird the Trentham
project, suggests the idea of a
sarden at Chelsea to publicise the
opening of the first major phase of
the gavden in 2005 1 am keen on
the idea, but wonder how 1 can
possibly do something on such a
tmy plot that can evoke the scale
and history of Trentham,

March 2004

An idea for the garden starts to
emerge. It has 1o express the grand
classicism of Barry's orginal garden
and must have draratle scale.

The central avea will be devored
to hig sweeps of perennial planting,
These will by divided by mvees of
gress, which spread over the garden
like 2 net; a direct translation of the
patern of rivers i the Trenr Valley.

1 would love m use one of Barry's
stone seats, but the originals are
10m across! We will just have o
make 2 Chelsea sized one.

One of the retnarkanle fearures
of Trentham is the Trellis walk char
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runs along a shghtly elevared hank,
giving views over the garden. 've
seen a spectacular tnnel of weeping
bombeam (Carpins betuls Pencdula’)
in & German nursery, which has the
same proportions. This could run
along one side of the Chelsea garden,
pethaps with a state at the end.

The garden wialdn't be Trentham
withour any classical stawary
and omament. Most ol the originzls
from Trentham have disappeared
and need ro be replaced. My idea
is o get some made to se at Chelsea
before they go to Trentham,

The gerden mus: hive warer There
is water everywhere at Trentham,
from the fountain basins (30m
acioss) 1o the tiver Trent and the
B0 acre Capability Brown lake.

May 2004

1 show my proposal o Anthony,
whe is very enthusiastic, When [
1ell him how much it is going to
cost {think: a small cemi in rhe
home countes], he dogsn't dinch.
A monith Later, we have persuaded
Laurent-Perrier to be join: sponsors
of the garden. All very sadsfactory,

June 2004

1've subimitied proposals o the RHS
sp thar we can be allocared a
space. Mark Fane is growing all the
herbaceous plamts ar Crocus’
nursery in Sunningdale. Kurosh
Dravis, whao has worbed with me for
eight years, has calculated all the
paving sizes down 10 the nearest
mithimetre, and 1 have aporoached
Cliveden Conservazion abour the
possibiliy of making the new ums.

November 2004

Anthomny suggests thar a bust of the
second Duke might be a goed
feature for the end of the hombeam
tummel. They bewghe it at avcrion
a tew years back and it is quite g
{like everything ar Trentham). 1
pay a visit. The bus: is vast, 2m
high and 1.7m across. Magnificent,
bur useless. Meed to look again,
An early 19th statue of Hygea, a
Greel poddess of health, is another
candidare. In the photes, she looks
gpod, despite the peeling paine. 1 ask
Michacl Welker, gardens manager
at Trentham, o check. He repons
back with the dire news thar, since
the phota was taken, vandals bave
broken off and stolen her head.

Detember 2004

The weeping hornbeam arches are
delivered ra 155 Warerers in Sumrey,
whe will do the landscaping. They
are spectacular, b [ had forgotten
quite hew bushy they are, We will

Chelsea build up

have to prune heavily if anybody is
gatng to be able o walk dawn the
punnel. ler alone see Hygeta.

Janualy 2008

The pace is begianing to hot up
now, Wi are COmMIssIonIng 2 se0es
af stone relief carvings by Norfolk
sculpror Gary Breeze, They will
make a series on the wall and give
clues 1o the hisworical development
of Trentham. 1c's hard to strike a
balance berween being too literal
and too abstract. Anthony wants
miove information; Crary Wanis mor:
symhbolism. Somehow, we reach a
happy compromise

February 2008

Cliveden Conservarion collects
Hypeia from Trentham. A new head
is 1 be carved in marble, Tim Kaox,
of the Narional Trust is adviging e
the decorative detail of the wms, At
Crocus, 1 meet with Michael and
Mark and we check on the plants’
pragress, The plants for the garden
are begirning to show signs of
growth. Graham Hoyle is pruning
the hombeam, the stonewark bas
been cedered rom Taly and Yorshise
and Grary Breeze 15 starting carving.

March 2005

[t is & meliel now that all the big
decisions have been made in Hme.
There is a lot that can sl go wiong,
bt after a vear of steacy wodk we are
prepared for the show, Let's hope!

In celebration of its participation in Chelsea Flowsr Show 2005, Laurent-Perrier is offering three The Eagish Sarden readers
the thance ta win 2 pair of tickets each to the show on Thursday 26 May to see the Laurent-Perrier Garden for themsehes
Following the shiow, the winners will be treated to  Laurent-Perrier champagne dirner for two at Chekeea's finest rmodern
Indizn restaurant, The Bainted Heron, Since opening in 2002, the restaurant has received critical acclaim for its innovative
interpretation of corternporary Indian cuming and intricately flavoured dishes. Qur lucky winnars will emjay a bottls of the
deliciously fresh and light Laurent-Perrier Brut Mon-Vntage with their meal,
To enter, send your name, address and telephone number to The English GardenLaurent-Perrier Offer, PO Box
5070, Yelvertoft, Northarts NWG 628, Closing date; 5 May 2005, Winners will be informed by Friday 13 May.
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