LOCATION: Herefordshire

DESIGMER: Tom Stuart-amith

ONMVNER: Peter Clay

ASPECT: South and west facing

SIZE: 3 acres of garden et in 30 acres of fields and archards

Brockhampton Cottages lie some [ve miles north of
Ross-on-Wie, with views over deep Herefordshire valleys,
perry erchards and game coverts, It's a richly patrerned
landscape of far hedgerows bursring with hazels and oaks,
and warm soil the colour of fresh liver

Peter Clay inherited the cottages and the surrounding
land from his grandfarher, and he and 1 began making a
garden in 2000, He was in the pracess of setting up the
cnline nursery business crocus.co.ul with schoolfriend Mark
Fane and wanted 1o use the garden o rest the system.

When Peter and 1 began work - and this has been a joint
project right from the stast - the cottages were perched on
the hill top, like charmmg, but incidenzal visitors o a grander
party (the landscape), without any context or clothing around
them ta relate them 1o the enormous sweep of landscape
thar unfolded below,

{yrear panoramic views can he the most difficulr ro work
with when creanng gerdens. Everything in the foreground
seems piffling compared with the vast backdrop beyond, =0
thar it can sometimes seem pointless doing anything: best
to retreat inside and enjoy the view from the safery of the
kirchen. If you are going 10 do anything in the face of this
sort of view it needs to be decisive enough 1o bold is own.

In cur bid to ke beld, we began by creating three shallow,
terraced lawns stepping down from the south side of the
cottages into the meadow and contained these o the west,
where the land falls away most steeply, by erecting a 30m
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lonhrer

Given spectacular surroundings, it is tempting to retreat inside, adngire the
view and do little with the garden. What's needed are bold, decisiye strokes

PHOTOGHRAPH: SABINA RUBER WORDS TOM STUART-5MITH

designer profile
Tom Stuart-Smith studied
landscape design before
setting up his own
practice in 1998. He has
won Gold Medals at the
RHS Chelsea Flower
Show in 2000, 2001, 2003
and most recently for this
years Laurent-Perrier
garden, which featured
a magnificent hornbeam
tunnel and statuary. His
commissions include the
redesign of tha italian
Garden at Trentham in
Staffordshire {on which
the 2005 Chelsea garden
was hased) and
Broughton Grange, a
contemporary private
garden in Oxfordshire
{featured in The English
Garden, February 2005).

(99ft) long, 2m (71 high, retaining wall. Below this to the
west, we laid out & broad prass wrrace stdded with beech

topiary thar overleok the valley Tike sentinels. Beyond, the

struerure of the garden dissobees rapidhy ino a senes of loose,
globutar planting beds thar bubble our ino the landscape.

We have planted hundreds of trees - pales and chesmuts

out 1n the open, and more exotic tyoes in sheltered niches

- around the garden. The boundary of the garden and open
field is defined by a light iron fence and the mee planong

spans this divide, so thar there is an almost seamless

continuity between garden and landscape.

Oy 2 smaller scale, the planting graduates trom purple
alhwms, hetle dahlias, penstemons and sages around the
cottages to move expansive diilts of wronicastrums, grsses,
persicarias and euphorhias farher away, so that by the fme
the garden meets the meadow it is all relatively mured and
green, With a bit of encouragement, practically everything
seems 1o grow i this ground. Peter has an almost omnivorous
enthusiasm for plants and regular barches of rarines seem o
armive daily via Crocus. Perhaps the greatest oample of his
enthusiasm has been the planting of more than 308 pery
pears (which are fermented 10 make the local drink) in 18
differenr varieties, and harvested for che first time last year

The garden is constantly being revised and, | hope,
improved, We meet two or three times a year and plan any
changes for the next planting season. The garden has rapidly
become a kind of conversation, with a clear purpese bue no
fixed destnation - irs shape and extent changing slowly as the
newdy plated mees create new spaces, vistas and oppormunities.

This garden is nat apen to the public,
Tom Stuart-Smith Design, 43 Clerhenwell Road, London
ECIM 3RS, Tel: ++44 (0120 7253 2100

FREVIOUS PAGE A glorious September moming at Brockhampton in Herefordshire. THIS PAGE, TOP ROW FROM LEFT ANium cristophir, Astrantia major *Claret’ and
asters in a mélange of subtle colour; the wildflower meadow sloping away from the house; sentinels of dipped beech stand in a row to the west of the house.

SECOND ROW A terrace affords uninterrupted views across the landscape; Cerinthe major ‘Purpurascens’; owner Peter Clay with his dog, Spike. THIRD ROW
Thalictrum delavayr, the west terrace; white agapanthus. BOTTOM ROW Perched at the top of the hill, the house overlooks rolling countryside; blue agapanthus;
a curved border leading away from the drive where large groups of miscanthus and hardy geraniums are backed by Malus transitorla and species roses.
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RIGHT The terrace to the
south front of the cottages
has been designed with a
genarosity of scale, The
wide, flat ‘plateaux’ of
lawn are linked by shallow
steps, flanked by deep
borders. The planting on
either side is deliberatefy
balanced with many
varieties repeated,
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Flanking borders
frame the house and
create a foreground
" to the view over
« . the valley

The-mainimpact is

./ from hérbaceous
planting, with latge .
grasses, Seduman - '
telephium 3
‘Matrona', dark
_salvias, verbascums
“and astrantias

The grass terrace
is divided into four
grass steps. Each
level being 4m
{13ft) deep
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«Large clumps of
£ =Acanthus mollis
- mark the end of the
% - formallandscape
“and the beginning
of the meadow




perfect planning
ALL THE BORDERS are on 3
large scale in this gargen
The bed (above) is 3
massive 20m & 20m {851
x 65ft), Many plants are
repeated 3o that the
planting caesn’t become
too camplex. Some af the
plants are greuped in 5 or
10m (16 or 32t) blocks
THE LANDSCAPE diciates
the chowe of plants and
calours, Colour is never
oo strident and plants.in
flcwier are separated by
others, such as grasses
and hellebores, whech
have good structure
CLOSE TO THE HOUSE the
planting uses soft, dark,
plurmmy colours 1o blend
with the local stane
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ABOVE Flanting near the
house is chosen to blend
with the local stone.

Rosa ¥ odorata ‘Mutabilis’
adds a touch of spice.
LEFT This large bed has
deliberately bean given

a simple design, to ensure
that it doesn't detract
from the view.
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Plantmgjs marde up
of widely spaced- o
shrubs with
. large groups of
g W : Ca.famagrams
T Eil;""i FEIEE}t??:nE brachytricha and *
and"15m (50ft) deep intem";ﬁ:eaﬂzﬁ{
- runping along the B
ﬂ g ::;r;: i:;fﬂ?;ﬁi : pulmonarias-and
i;'Lfchﬂ entrance drive Eplmwr -

A *-*‘“‘“ Slmpllclty is -
| important in this
part of the garden,
which is designed
to be seen from
20 or 30m (20 or
30yd) distant

Texture is more
important than

SWEEPING

not a part of the

garden that gets / Y
much close B O E P %
inspection | 2 | ) _ \“__
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Tom'’s professional design tips
DOM'T BE AFRAID 1o discard plants if they don't wark
out. At Brockhampton Cottages, we planted lots aof the

lewviely Epifobinm angustifolum “Starl Rose’, which |

contributed from my own garden, but it threatened to
take over the whole place in six morths! On the

pther hand, we can't get enough amsonias, anemanes,
malirias and pulmaonarias.

BLEND THE SCHEMES into the landscape by using

smaller groups and smaller sized plants nearer the

haouse, ircreasing the scale and planting in drifts

as wou move towards the edge

THE BIGGER THE VIEW, the stranger and simpler the
design nesds to ba

TS & GOOD IDEA to start with a simple planting plan and
then to make it more complex over ime if that's what
appeals to you. It's much easier 1o do this than to simplify
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CLOCKWISE. FROM TOP
LEFT In close up, Acanthus
madlis: Lilium regale and
Calamagrostis X acutifiora
'Karl Foerster' with Rasa

¥ odorata ‘Mutahilis’ on the
terrace bads overlooking
the valley; Astrantia major
‘Ruby Wedding' with frothy
Deschampsia cespitosa
‘Goldtau’; a dense matrix
of sedums with Stipa
gigantea, roses and

Allium sphaerocephalon.

something that has started off by being tao muddled.
CONANE EXOTIC and tendes plams, such as dahlias or
any bedding, to areas near the house. This also applies to
plants that need special kushandry, such as sweet peas
or delphiniums which need tying ar staking. As you get
farther from the housa, the plants should be closer in
appearance to native weeds, less colourful, with smaller
flowers and be mone self reliant

TAKE THE COLOURS from the kensdscape and put them in
the planting. Look at the plants that grow in the fields
and hedgercws and find horticu'tural equivalents that
will create a link betwesen the garden and the field

BE AWARE THAT some plants may be mare determined
than you are. Acanthus mellis grows almost too well in
this garden. In some places we have tried 1o eradicate
it, arly for it to return stronger than ever



