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GARDENS OF INSPIRATION HERMANNSHOF, WEINHEIM

A BOHDT

Tapestry:
prairie

path through
m varlety of
Eramses,
Including
this tall
grieas, at
Hermannshof
public
Eardens

Startling, challenging,
amusing . .. leading
designers Tom
Stuart-Smith, Mary
Keen and Christopher
Bradley-Hole describe
a garden that has
helped to shape their
creative vision

Weinheim is a prosperous, rather sheepy, town
near Frankfist, with several pichuresgque castles
dlinging to rocky oulerops. Charming, certainly,
but cutting edpe? Surprisingly, yes, if you walk
twir minuies south of the town square to Her-
mannshof public gasden, where the curator, Cas-
sign Schmidt, has developed extraordinary exper-
imentad plantings using Amertcan pralrie planis.

Im the past ten years, large-scale perennial
pkufl".m,gs hive béscome the rage. * Prairic plant-
ing” 5 now used a2 a label for just about any
meadow-like exparse of perennials whese the
overall effect s more important than any
individual piant. But many of these new plant-
mngs, however wonderful they may be, are
quite different from those that wse Lre prairie
specics. A trip to Hermannshol in September
mide me appreciate the ctartling difference
between the two,

The entrance 1o the garden is unexceptional

some fine trees and shrabs, bat nothing to

prepare you for the viruoso dsplay of nataral
ism in the heart of the garden. For here, stretch
ing ever about an acre, is the most beautiful
coloadul aml truly natoralistic herhaceoe
planting | kave ever seen, fommed by three con
trasting areas of reconstructed prairie planting
using species from the American Mid-Wes
exclusively. The lict ared we came across is thi
shorl grass praizie, pever more han knes hig'l
and planted with species Trom dry places such
as western Missouri and North Dakota. Artemi
stas, penstemon, Rudbeckis missouriensis anc
low grasses thrive in almaost pure mineral soil
The effect iz like an intricale mullioodoure;
tapestry, even in late September.

More dramatic, amd more soited to Britis!
eardens, is the dry-mesic prairie {somewhere i
betwoen the dhort and the l:ll]]. This 1= 0 waist
high profuzion of subtle texture amni eolour witl
ascason of beauty extending fram June throug)
Continued on page 29
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Continued from page 27
to wimter, reaching its prime In
b - Avgust, Sehmbdt has phant-
ed the area om a series of matTi-
cos, comprising patteme af up
to 15 species. Each matrix is
made up of abaul 40 per cont
grasses il G per cont peren-
niaks {or forks, if we are mll;
palig la apeak the language).
The: bow clampy tufts af praime
tropseed prass [Sporoboius het-
erodepls) are mixed with light
and airy Echinocea palida, and
dark nust rexd Rastiteicda colurmif-
erit, Clurmipe of Aster ohlomgifo-
lies amel  Penstemon  digitdis
wcrugry the mickile yround, as
does  Monordn  mewthifolia, a
hullet-prood, mildew-resistant
species The overall efect is an
effortless, sweepimg nahuralism
Thee thind praizie phot in the
garcen ki the tall grss praive
plasted in a giade of young
Nowering dogwocods, The plarit-
ing incluides bold plarts such as
the 3m (JOR) compass plans i
phiam lacimistiam, which ali
s deeply cut Jeaves with the
S, ANCPOPOEON . @riss; vern-
nias amd palien mds. A narrow
MWative American-style path =
cut through the planting. For a
moment | fat like the st of
thee Crmmamache, the grasses ick-
lead ' ears and soime of tee Lall-
er flowers anched over my head.
On the fr side of the
aren, beyardd herhaceous bor-
gg«_ummumoduum.iwntlmof
asbers, i o contrastmg aren of
steppe planting, based on Lthe
European equevalent of the
prairie. Made up of seduims,
achilleas, stipas, salvias, this has
amare familar ook, A wonider-
ful sight in June, mavke, but at
the end of September it i3 a
ﬁmleyan:l of hrown stem ard
rled husk The contrast with
the praine coulld not be more
marked. The key fo this con-
trast lies in the ecology. The
priiries were mandged lor bens
of thousanids of vears by the
Mative  Americans  through
repular buming. At the
Hermannsinaf, to mimde e
system and comtred slugs and
weeds, the praivke ls mowed
dawn to the ground with a
strimmer in spring and then
burmt with gas flame throwers,
For a few weeks the dark
irnedch of mineral Liva & visihle,
Bt then the spricg bulbs start
coming through and by the end
af March it loods much like
amy other herhiceos planting,
The prairic 5 bow mainte-
nance. Al Hermannshof all the
plantings in the ganlen are
rated according to how many
minutes each year they take to
maintain. The planting re-
quires a different set of skills
from  traditional herbaceols
border  mangzement,  bub
offers the pressimility of cover-
ing more than ten times the
ares in the same time. If the
resilts are ever kalf as lowely
as the Hermanrshof then [ am
all fior It — and my wo Fourng
sons are looking Forward o
the flame thrower hit,
TOM STUART-SMITH



